
 

Dear Haller School Community, 
 

February is a few days away and I just thought I’d check in to see how your family is doing on the goals you set in 

January.  I hope you are celebrating some achievements of some of the goals you set.  As I walk around and 

touch base with kids they like to tell me all the great things they are accomplishing at school and in their 

lives outside of school.  Listed below are a few informational points and reminders. 

 February 14th brings us Valentine’s Day.  This is a time of year that kids get to share with others how 

much they care.  It’s very uplifting to see the joy they have in giving valentines to each other.  This year in keeping 

with our school district’s policy we would love for your student to bring non-food centered valentines.  This may be 

new to you and it is something that we instituted with the adoption of a new board policy.  I appreciate your 

understanding.  As always, check with your student’s teacher regarding classroom plans on this special day. 

 Afterschool Pickup:  Remember we are role models for all students – they watch what we do, so let’s make sure 

we are modeling great habits and actions for all students. 

• Please be courteous to other drivers (honking interrupts learning). 

• Please pull forward as far as possible in the pickup lane.  There are no “special 

spots” to meet your student. 

• Please be courteous to staff who are helping in our parking lot. 

• Please remain in the front of the school to meet your student.  This is for the safety of all students.   

 Attendance Reminder: The following are valid excuses for absences:  

1. Participation in a district or school approved activity or instructional program;  

2. Illness, health condition or medical appointment (including but not limited to medical, counseling, dental or 

optometry);  

3. Family emergency, including but not limited to a death or illness in the family;  

4. Religious or cultural purpose including observance of a religious or cultural holiday or participation in 

religious or cultural instruction;  

5. Court, judicial proceeding or serving on a jury; 

6. Post-secondary, technical school or apprenticeship program visitation, or scholarship interview;  

7. State-recognized search and rescue activities consistent with RCW 28A.225.055;  

8. Absence directly related to the student’s homeless status;  

9. Absence resulting from a disciplinary/corrective action. (e.g., short-term or long-term suspension, 

emergency expulsion); and  

10. Principal (or designee) and parent, guardian, or emancipated youth mutually agreed upon approved 

activity.  

The school principal (or designee) has the authority to determine if an absence meets the above criteria for an excused 
absence.  For more information you can access Policy/Procedure 3122/3122P under the School Board tab at 
www.sequimschools.org. You can also touch base with Assistant Principal Mrs. Jefferson. 

My door is always open to hear your thoughts, answer questions, or share good news!  Thank you for 
sending us your kids, they are gifts to us! 
 

Mrs. Stanton - Principal 
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Upcoming Events Calendar 
Helen Haller Elementary  

Phone: 360-582-3200 

Fax: 360-681-8543 

hhe.sequimschools.org 

SCHOOL HOURS 

 

Monday    9:15 - 2:45 

Tuesday - Friday   8:15 - 2:45  
 

January 31 Student Council’s STEM Night, HHE gym, 5:30-7PM 

February 4 5th grade field trip, Community School Gym 

February 6 Report Cards go home 

February 8 5th grade field trip, Community School Gym 

February 8 Student Council’s Game Night, HHE, 5:30-7:30PM 

February 11 PTO Meeting, HHE Library, 6-7PM 

February 12 100th day of school 

February 12 
Hill/Klinger field trip to PT Marine Science Center,  

9-2:30PM 

February 13 
Prescott/Hoefler field trip to PT Marine Science 

Center, 9-2:30PM 

February 13  Student Council’s Art Night, HHE, 5:30-7:30PM 

February 15 Box Tops Due 

February 15 5th Grade Growth and Development 

February 18 NO SCHOOL—President’s Day 

February 19 PTO Restaurant Night, Oasis, 5-9PM 

February 21 
Caron/Riggs field trip to PT Marine Science Center, 

9:00-2:30PM 

February 22 5th Grade HIV/AIDS education class 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS! 

Percent of students who had excellent attendance (no more 

than 1 absence and 1 tardy) for the month of December. 

Kindergarten  45% 

1st Grade  54% 

2nd Grade  58% 

3rd Grade  51% 

4th Grade  54% 

5th Grade  62% 

KEEP ON CLIPPING! 

Our next collection 

date is February 

15th. 

THANK YOU! 

To Soroptimist International of Sequim for 

your donation to support 

our library! 

PENNY WARS 

Student Council’s Penny Wars was a huge 

success! 

The Penny Wars winner (the class with the 

highest balance) was 2nd grade. 

Our top earning grade was 1st grade - they 

earned $300.51. 

A grand total of $1,168.57 

was earned. 
 

Nice job Cougars! 
 

STEM 

The STEM class is in need of 2 

liter plastic bottles for a 

science investigation they 

started in January. If you have 

any to donate, please bring 

your rinsed bottles to the 

office. 



 

visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org 

FROM THE NURSE 

February is National Children’s Dental Health Month! 

This month-long national health observance brings together thousands of dedicated dental professionals, 

health care providers and others to promote the benefits of good oral health. 

Helen Haller Elementary classrooms are already scheduling their oral health presentations! 

Here is important advice to help your child stay healthy: 

• Take your child to the dentist twice a year. 

• Choose healthy foods for the entire family. Fresh foods are usually the healthiest foods. 

• Brush teeth at least twice a day with toothpaste that contains fluoride. 

• Limit candy and sweet drinks, such as punch or soda. Sweet drinks and candy contain a lot of sugar, which 

causes cavities and replaces important nutrients in your child’s diet. Sweet drinks and candy also 

contribute to weight problems, which may lead to other diseases, such as diabetes. The less candy and 

sweet drinks, the better! 

Good oral health is important for good general health and quality of life. Oral health affects both physical 

health and mental health. It affects how we grow, enjoy life, look, speak, chew, taste food and socialize. 

Dental care remains the top unmet health care need for children with special health care needs. But dental 

disease is largely preventable by practicing simple behaviors at home. Learn ways to prevent tooth decay and 

gum disease and enjoy better overall health. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sonja Bittner RN 

Sequim School District Nurse 

LIBRARY LINK 

Thank you to all of the Helen Haller families who attended the district Family Reading Night. What an 

incredible event! It’s always so fantastic to see the joy at this event each year. All of our Sequim School District 

schools participate in this annual evening celebration of reading. Be sure to check it out next year! 

What have you been reading lately? I recently read the middle grade novel, Upside Down Magic by Sarah 

Mlynowski. Normally, I wouldn’t pick up a novel with a kitten sprouting dragon wings on the cover, but this 

story ended up being a pleasant surprise. The story follows young Nory who, like most people in this alternate 

universe, possesses a set of magical powers, allowing her to turn herself into an animal. Unfortunately, when 

she performs her magic, it goes a little wonky and she ends up as a combination of more than one kind of 

animal. I thoroughly enjoyed this story about friendship, family and magic, and hope to read more from the 

series soon. It just goes to show, you can’t always judge a book by its cover!  

We are continuing to give out lots of free books in our weekly book drawing. Classroom teachers decide how 

they want their students to enter the drawing and names are drawn each week. Winning students pick out a 

free, brand new book, purchased from Scholastic with our Book Fair rewards. One of our goals at Helen Haller 

is to ensure all of our students have lots of great reading material, both at school and home. 

 
Questions or comments? Contact Helen Haller teacher-librarian, Sheri Kruckeberg at 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 



Nondiscrimination statement  

Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 

orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 

groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights Compliance Coordi-

nators: Randy Hill, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3261,  rhill@sequimschools.org; and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Matt Duchow, 503 N. Sequim 

Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, 360-582-3401, mduchow@sequimschools.org. 

SUCCESS ACADEMY 

Students in Success Academy have been focusing on 

using nonverbal choices to solve small problems. 

Math Resources are available for parents. 

Please go to the Helen Haller Home Page (hhe.sequimschools.org).  Go 

to the left side: LINKS and click on Title 1 Math. 

There you will find Eureka Math resources.  Each grade level Module and Lesson has 
videos, parent tip sheet, newsletter that explains the overview of each topic and 

connections to the Eureka Math Curriculum.    

Thank you!  Sheri Suryan, Title 1 Math Specialist 


